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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

July/August NEWSLETTER 2022 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

As I write this the sun is shining and it is 
wonderfully warm. Summer has arrived. Our 
plants are growing well and it is wonderful to see. 

We enjoyed a trip to ‘Hortico’ garden centre in 
Sherston thanks to Mr and Mrs P Lavan who were 
excellent and informative hosts (see below). 

The holiday season is upon us and after years of 
Covid and lockdown, people are holidaying in 
warmer climes.  

Just to add to the fun, trains have gone on strike, 
flights are being cancelled, the passport office is 

running behind and fuel to get there is almost 
£2.00 a litre. 

So let’s all stay put and 
watch our gardens grow 
and eat the produce. Just 
a thought. 

I would like to appeal for 
helpers for the Show on 30 
July, please let me know if you can help in any 
way. 

  

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

Saturday 30 July 2022 
1.30 – 4.00 pm Charlton Village Hall  

ANNUAL SHOW 
 

Admission free                                           Refreshments 
 

Everything is in place for our Show – after all the difficulties of the past two years all we need now is 
your support. 

Full details of the Show have been made available to members, you can download a copy of the Show 
Schedule from our website, or if you want, I can send you a copy (a stamp would be appreciated). 

There are classes for vegetables, fruit, flowers, pot plants and flower arranging. I hope that you will 
find something that you can enter. If everyone put something in we would have a great show. 

You can leave your entry forms at the Garden Centre at E&S Hardware shop or bring it to the 
Riverside Community Centre next to the Co-op supermarket on Friday 29th July between 6.30 and 

8.15 pm. 

We are always looking for help taking and recording entries at the Co-op and helping at the Show – if 
you can help please contact me on 823944 (you can always leave a message). 

The prize cards and certificates have all been printed – all we need now is you !                                Derek 

 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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Tasks for July/August  

 

• Dead-head roses  

• Prune shrubs that have finished flowering: 
spiraea, broom, japonica etc.  

• Continue to tie in tall-growing perennials as 
necessary  

• Prune hard back bearded iris and apply 
general fertilizer at 2 oz per sq yd  

• Prune winter flowering heathers to promote 
new growth for the coming winter 

• Feed tubs and hanging baskets at ten day 
intervals  

• Protect ripening fruit from birds  

• Raise mower height in dry weather 

• Complete planting of half-
hardy annuals 

• Prune back one or two blackcurrant canes to 
promote new growth (pick crop first) 

• Tie in new growth of loganberry and 
blackberry 

• For yellowing of raspberry leaf, water in 
sequestrene of iron as directed 

• Complete brassica planting, protect against 
pigeons 

• Complete late plantings of leeks, peas, 
beetroot and spinach 

• Sow spring cabbage seed 
 

 

 

Our visit to Hortico Garden Centre 

On a damp evening at the end of May, 12 
members of the Club were warmly welcomed to 
Hortico Nursery in Sherston by Piers Lavin, owner 
and his wife Sarah.  While enjoying a 
complimentary hot drink, Piers gave members a 
brief history of his background in horticulture 
and retail, and his reasons to change  from 
supplying the south-west of England with 
planted up hanging baskets, to providing floral 
displays for Malmesbury and Cricklade in Bloom.  

Members were told of the importance of regular 
feeding to ensure healthy plants, and how at 

Hortico a metered dose of feed at each watering 
paid huge dividends.   

It came as a great surprise to all to learn that the 
nursery is run entirely off-grid with no on-site 
electricity supply, but with full use of solar panels 
strategically positioned on all nursery buildings, 
thereby supplying power throughout the year.   

Members were then allowed free time to browse 
the many planted-up hanging baskets awaiting 
collection or make purchases from the extensive 
range of plants on sale.  Car boots were filled to 
capacity, but to 
those who missed 
this wonderful 
opportunity, it is 
still not too late to 
catch the season’s 
plantings at 
Hortico – or maybe 
make a return visit 
at Christmas for 
that locally grown 
Christmas tree! 

Margaret Medland
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Plant Sale May 2022 . . . .   

This was our stall at the  Market Cross – what a lovely display of healthy plants! Thank you to Juliet Evans 

for the photographs. 

 

 
 

 

Tree stump removal . . . . 

I had several Leylandii Cypress trees cut down 
and was left with some very large stumps. A 
grandson officered to dig them out and he did 
manage to remove a couple but he was 
exhausted by the effort and still eight to go.  Time 
to get in the expert. 

My first search was not good – promises and 
promises. I decided to ask a tree surgeon I knew 
if he could recommend someone. Within a 
couple of days I had a visit, agreed a price and 
next day the job was done. 

 

I was concerned about access to my garden, but 
I was told the machine could go anywhere a 
wheel barrow could and although it was a very 
big and powerful machine it was quite narrow.  

The ‘grinding head’ was totally covered by a 
heavy rubber mat which prevented any stones or 
debris from flying around and I was pleased to 
see the man put tough screens all around each 
stump to keep everything safe. 

 

The ground and surface roots were all mashed up 
and I ended up with quite a bit of wood chippings 
which I soon redistributed around the garden. A 
job well done.  

Derek 
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HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q I have a terrible weed that climbs into everything.  It produces a lovely white trumpet flower. No matter 
how much I pull it out, it comes back.  What can I do?  

A It sounds as though you have a bad infestation of Calystegia, or bindweed; the smaller field bindweed, 
known as Convolvulus has smaller pink or white flowers. Both are difficult to control. Years ago I took over 
a garden which was open to the public twice a year. The borders, which were large, had a lot of bindweed  
and it took some time to stop it taking over. Saying that, you 
cannot get rid of it completely. As the treatment you use, no 
matter what, travels down the bindweed root it weakens in 
strength and the bindweed shoots out again. Get it early when 
there is little growth, or clear it and wait for new growth. When 
it reaches a reasonable length, collect up the growth and put it 
into a plastic bag.  You can then spray a weedkiller into the bag, 
soaking all the leaves, then seal the bag. Gardeners’ World 
suggested covering the soil with a weed control fabric to 
exclude light, but this is difficult if it is amongst shrubs or in 
herbaceous borders. You need to use a systemic weedkiller (I 
know, what about the environment and going green?). If you 
are just spraying into a plastic bag you are doing no harm and 
your weed problem will be a lot less. Whatever you use it will 
need to be done a few more times as new growth appears. This 
is the worst weed you can have: it was found in the crevice of rock when the excavation was being done 
for a block of flats. Here are some products available for you to try: Vitax, SBK a brushwood killer, Roundup, 
Resolva Pro Extra, Weedol, Rootkill and Ultra Tough. 

Q My apples are being eaten from the inside. Last year I lost at least half of my crop. How can I stop this? 

 A The caterpillar of the codling moth is the culprit. The adult moth appears in June and flies into the trees to 
lay its eggs, the tiny caterpillars then hatch out and burrow into the apple at the eye of the fruit (opposite 
the stalk). Spraying is the only option, although pheromone traps placed in the tree in late April will help 
(available in garden centres and shops, also by mail order). There is another deterrent: the caterpillars 
leave the apple and crawl down the tree trunk and into the soil where they spin a cocoon and sleep for the 
winter before emerging again next year and starting the process all over again. Putting a grease band 
around the tree trunk will stop a lot of them doing this. 

Q I am pulling my hair out! Nearly all my plums turn brown and shrivel up. Can you help? 

 A Pick off all the brown shrivelled up plums and remove any that have dropped onto the ground. The 
shrivelled plums are carrying brown rot fungus. If left they will release a new generation of brown rot 
spores and attack the tree again. The disease can also attack the blossom, turning it brown; it will then 
drop off. Spray the tree during the winter with a fungicide, when it is dry, before shoots emerge. You will 
need to spray a couple of times at least; spray again when the fruits are the size of a marble, follow this 
with two more sprays at fortnightly intervals. You will obviously only be able to do this on small trees, 
unless you adjust the spray to emit a jet that will reach higher branches of larger trees.

   

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 
Although I have added a couple more herbaceous 
plants to the border, there are still a few unusual ones 
I must have. Doronicum or leopard’s bane: there are a 
few varieties of this perennial, all producing yellow 
daisy-like flowers from early spring to early summer, 
average height is 3ft (90cm). Plant in full sun or semi 
shade. It is a good cut flower. Eupatorium purpureum, 
also known as Joe Pye weed is one I have only come 
across once, but is well worth having. During the 
autumn long growths, 
sometimes up to six feet, 
rise up with large heads of 
tiny purplish flowers; 
leaves are also large. This 
plant can also be found 
with white, shades of 
purple, mauve or pink 
flowers. One for the back 
of the border. Plant in full 
sun or part shade.  

Ornamental grasses . . . . 
One of my favourites: in 2009 I covered this topic, I 
even grew many varieties and sold them at a car boot 
sale, they were very popular at the time. Grasses give 
added interest to various plantings in the garden. So 
easy to introduce to your garden or small area, the 
shorter ones planted in pots or front of border. 
Chelsea had a number of eye-catching varieties this 
year. Ornamental grasses dotted between your 
summer bedding will add interest, for instance, 
petunias or marigolds inter-planted with a few 
Imperata cylindrica ‘rubra’, otherwise known as Red 
Baron or Japanese blood grass. This red grass, ht 2ft 

(60cm) will contrast 
well with a number of 
bedding plants, 
especially yellow, pink 
or white in colour. 
Grasses can be used in 
a number of areas in 
the garden. The tall 
Cortaderia or pampas 
grass has white 
plumes in the autumn, 

up to 10 ft depending on variety, and is one for the 
bottom of the garden set in grass. There is also a pink 
variety. The silver and white strap-like leaves of 
Phalaris arundinacea picta, also known as ribbon 
grass or gardener’s garters, stands out well in a mixed 

border; it will have flower spikes in mid summer 
reaching a height of 3 to 4ft (90 to 120 cm), howwever 
it can be a little invasive.  

I have not found that ornamental grasses seed 
everywhere; there will be some that do, so pot these 
up and grow on for the club sale. One fairly tall 
ornamental grass that I had to have is Miscanthus 
sinensis ‘Zebrinus’ or zebra grass. This one reaches a 
height of 5ft (150cm). Its long strap-like leaves have 
horizontal bands of yellow variegation and silky brown 
flower fronds in the autumn. Ophiopogon planiscapus 
‘Nigrescens’ or mondo grass, not actually a true grass, 
has tufts of arching narrow strap-shaped leathery 
black leaves, it also produces racemes of small 
purplish flowers followed by glossy black berries in 
autumn. Ht 1ft (30cm). Plant this one amongst yellow, 
white or pink summer bedding for a dramatic affect.  

The selection of ornamental grasses is far too 
numerous for me to mention, so here are just a few 
well worth growing for their strapped growths, colour 
and feathery flower tops. Lagurus ovatus (bunny 
tails), produces fluffy seed heads attracting bees, 
flowering 
spring/summer. ht 
40cm; Pennisetum 
advena ‘fireworks’ or 
fountain grass, 
producing a pink 
flower early summer 
to autumn, it also has 
burgundy red foliage, 
ht 3ft (90cm); Stipa 
calamagrostis ‘allgäu’ 
(rough feather grass), 
long narrow arching 
leaves with silvery 
green fronds in summer, leaves and fronds turn a buff 
colour in autumn and remain all winter; Pennisetum 
alopecroides ‘little bunny’ (Chinese fountain grass) 
produces brown fronds which remain from early 
summer to late autumn, good for attracting 
pollinating insects, ht 3ft (90cm); Carex oshimensis 
‘everillo’ (Japanese sedge), a stunning grass with 
yellow foliage colour deepening with age, ht 2ft 
(60cm); Hordeum jubalum (squirrel tail grass), 
producing green seed heads that turn pink with age, 
ht 3ft (90cm). Ornamental grasses only need trimming 
back in early spring and any dead leaves removed; 
division can be done when the clump gets too big, a 
winter job.  
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Keith’s choice grass . . . . 

Briza maxima (greater quaking grass): long thin 

stems topped with hanging pale green tassels, good 
for flower arranging, will self sow. This is a hardy 
annual flowering from June to August. Plant in full sun, 
ht 18” (45cm).  

Pests paradise . . . . 
Cuckoo spit: I found 
this on many plants in 
early May. Frothy 
deposits on many 
parts of plants from 
May onwards. Inside 
the froth or bubbles is 
a juvenile yellow-
green frog hopper or spittle bug. They are sap sucking 
insects but are completely harmless to plants.  

Plants to enjoy in July/August  

Hardy geraniums, Astrantia, Anemone japonica (Japanese 
anemones), Achillea (yarrow), hollyhocks, Rudbeckia, 
Nepeta (catmint), lilies, roses, sweet peas, Jasminum 
officinale (scented), Oenothera (evening primrose). 
 

 

 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

A changeable season: early warmth bringing 
plants forward, then some frosts, not hard but 
enough to damage the young growth on 
wisteria and the kiwi. Mine are exposed so it is 
understandable.   

Strawberries . . . .  

I picked my first strawberries in the open, not 
the frame, on 4 June. It was very wet at the 
time, strawberries are best picked when it is 
dry. The variety I have had for a number of years 
is ‘Senga Gigana’,  a 
medium, early-fruiting 
variety with good 
flavour and size of fruit. 
Nearly all the people I 
worked for grew 
strawberries; many of 
them had no idea of the 
variety, so long as they 
produced well they were happy. Some had 
allowed the strawberry runners to continue 
across the vegetable plot, discarding the old 
plants as they stopped fruiting or became large 
plants with a lot of old and dead parts. Other 

people took new runners and potted them up, 
planting a new row in the spring: this gave them 
the chance to cut away all the growth of the 
season to the crown of the strawberry so any 
diseased leaves were removed. I allowed a 
strawberry bed to fruit for three seasons then 
took runners and planted a completely new bed 
in a different place.  

Birds and slugs are the two main problems. 
Netting as the green fruits turn red will prevent 
the birds from pecking every one they can see, 
but slugs are a different problem. I have thinned 
out the strawberry leaves making it easier to 
see the slugs, and a few bowls of beer level with 
the surface of the soil should keep the numbers 
down. Other methods I have heard of include 
eggshells, seaweed, petroleum jelly, copper 
strips, and silver foil. Some years ago I had a 
long plastic tube with twelve holes at equal 
distance; I hung this up, tied it at the bottom, 
filled it with soil and planted it with strawberry 
plants. Watering was done from the top every 
time with a feed added to the water. There was 
no slug problem, and netting was also easy 
draped around the tube and tied at the top. I 
might have to think of growing them like this 
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again if my efforts at deterring the slugs and 
snails fail.  

Over the years many new varieties of 
strawberries have been bred; here are just a 
few: 

• Allstar – late to mid season – large   

• Jewel – long season – medium   

• Hapil – mid-season – large   

• Royal Sovereign – mid-season – medium/large  

• Symphony – late – medium/large  

• Finesse – perpetual – medium   

Alpine strawberries are vigorous with 
numerous runners, they are sweet-tasting with 
a heavy crop; they are however very small in 
size.  

• Alexandria – mid-season – small. 

Seasonal activities . . . . 

You should be seeing the fruits of your labour 
by now, picking your own vegetables, be it only 
carrots and salad leaves in a tub; it is very 
satisfying and also saves a few pence.  

I have had blackfly on the broad beans late May. 
I might have mentioned it but removing the 
tops of broad beans will prevent a bad 
infestation. Mine were too short to do this. We 
will soon be in the season for runner and French 
beans. Keep an eye out for aphids on these 
plants.  

Thin out any seed sown to produce better 
plants, such as parsnips, fennel, swede and 

turnip just to 
mention a few. 
Continue to sow 
salad leaves, 
radish and spring 
onion at three 
week intervals. If 
growing outdoor 
tomatoes (mine 
are variety 

Mountain Magic, a blight resistant variety) 
remember to take off side shoots at leaf joints 
and pinch out the top of plants at four trusses 
(flower truss), you will get slightly larger fruits.  

Potatoes, depending when planted, will either 
be in flower, past the flower stage or you will 
already be lifting for use. Whatever stage you 

are at watch out for blight, also on tomatoes. 
Blight on potatoes will show as yellowing and 
browning of leaves – OK one day, showing no 
disease, the next day it is everywhere. A shower 
of rain will do it: disease will spread rapidly so 
dig up all potatoes, dry off and store.  

If the ground is dry when your rows of seedlings 
appear, water every evening with a rose 
attached to the watering can. Flea beetle will 
decimate your rows (flea beetle shows as 
peppered holes on all tiny leaves) but they do 
not like it wet. 

 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Cucumber ‘crystal apple’:  What a crop 
(outside)! 
Apple-sized, 
ready when 
outer skin is 
golden in 
colour. Highly 
recommended. 
Crops from June 
to October. Will 
climb on a trellis 
or left to do its 
own thing. 

 

No fruit nightmares . . . .  

Codling moth: apple looks as if it has been eaten 
into: sometimes known as maggoty apples. This 
is exactly right: the caterpillar of this insect can 
damage fruits on apple, pear, walnut and 
quince. Exit holes can sometimes be found on 
ripe fruit. When cut open, tunnel damage can 
be found. Damaged fruit will ripen and drop 
early. Damage by codling moth is usually only 
slight, due to the abundance of fruit, but if 
damage is bad use pheromone traps placed in 
the branches in May (available from garden 
shops, garden centres or by mail order).  

Some vegetables to enjoy in July/August 

Salad, potatoes, onions, climbing beans, radish, dwarf French 
beans, carrots, cucumbers, kale, cauliflowers, cabbage, 
gherkins, courgettes, spinach, tomatoes, Swiss chard, spring 
onions, beetroot, calabrese (broccoli). 
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RECIPE . . . . 

Cucumber, pea and lettuce soup 
 

Ingredients  

• 1 tsp rapeseed oil 
• small bunch spring onions , roughly chopped 
• 1 cucumber, roughly chopped 
• 1 large round lettuce , roughly chopped 
• 225g frozen peas 
• 4 tsp vegetable bouillon 
• 4 tbsp natural yogurt (optional) 
• 4 slices rye bread 
 

Method 

1. Boil 1.4 litres water in a kettle. Heat the oil in a large non-stick frying pan and cook the spring onions 
for 5 mins, stirring frequently, or until softened. Add the cucumber, lettuce and peas, then pour in the 
boiled water. Stir in the bouillon, cover and simmer for 10 mins or until the vegetables are soft but 
still bright green. 

2. Blitz the mixture with a hand blender until smooth. Serve hot or cold, topped with yogurt (if you like), 
with rye bread alongside. 

 
BBC Good Food 

Ellie 

 

 


